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9. (Amended) The cover plate of claim 1, wherein the receptacle includes a face 
portion [corresponding to] including the face of the at least one socket, and the front 
surface of the cover plate is sized to cover the entire face portion of the receptacle 
except for the blade apertures of the at least one socket and the at least one securing 
aperture of the receptacle when the cover plate is affixed to the electrical outlet. 

10. (Amended) The cover plate of claim 1, wherein the front surface other than 
the [indented ] line is substantially smooth. 

12. (Amended) A cover plate for covering an electrical outlet, the electrical 
outlet including a receptacle having at least Jone socket, each of the at least one socket 
including a face and a plurality of blade apertures for receiving plug blades, the cover 
plate comprising: 

a front surface for facing 63^^rdly from the electrical outlet and externally 
relative to the cover plate and A back surface for facing toward the electrical outlet; 

a plurality of blade apertures extending through the cover plate and through 
the front and back surfaces and positioned in the cover plate so the blade apertures 
are in substantial alignment with the blade apertures of the at least one socket when 
the cover plate is affixed to the electrical outlet for receiving the plug blades; 

the front surface containing a single line extending substantially in a rectangle 
around the blade apertures [and the at least one securing aperture], the front surface 
otherwise being continuous, having uniform topography, and being free of any other 
apertures; 
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the cover plate being a«gw*rfle, solid component except for the blade apertures. 


18. (Amended) The cover j^fate of claim 12, wherein the receptacle includes a 
J^) face portion [correspo;*ciing toj including the face of the at least one socket, and the 

front surface of the cover folate is sized to cover the entire face portion of the receptacle 
except for the blade apertures/of the at least one socket when the cover plate is affixed 
to the electrical outlet. 
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22. (Amended) A cover plate for covering an electrical outlet, the electrical 
outlet including a receptacle having at least one socket and at least one securing 
aperture for receiving a securing device, eacn of the at least one socket including a face 
and a plurality of blade apertures |or recenjing plug blades, the cover plate 
comprising: 

a front surface for facing ou^ardlV from the electrical outlet and externally 
relative to the cover plate and anoack surface facing toward the electrical outlet; 

a plurality of blade apertures extending through the cover plate through the 
front and back surfaces and positioned in the cover plate so the blade apertures are in 
substantial alignment with the at least two blade apertures of the at least one socket 
when the cover plate is affixed to /he electrical outlet for receiving the plug blades; 
and 

at least one securing apefrture extending through the cover plate through the 
front and back surfaces and positioned in the cover plate so the at least one securing 
aperture is in substantial alignment with a corresponding one of the at least one 
securing aperture of the redeptacle when the cover plate is affixed to the electrical 




^outlet for receiving the securing device qnd fixedly positioning the cover plate with 
respect to the receptacle; 

the front surface of the cover jjllate containing a first region substantially 
rectangular in shape disposer aboutf and including all the blade apertures and the at 
least one securing aperture aimaj(ecfynd region which contains the portion of the front 
surface other than the first resWrthe front surface having a discontinuity between 
the first and second regions, the/first region otherwise being continuous, having 
uniform topography, and beine/free of any other apertures, and the second region 
otherwise being continuous, Waving uniform topography, and being free of any 
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^ |japertures 

P 23. (Amended) Th^qfcg* plate of claim 22, wherein the first region is elevate d~"7 

outwardly [from the front stfrfaee] relative to the second region. _J 

£4. (Amended) The cover plate of claim %2, wherein the first region is recessed 
inwardly [from the front surface] relative to the second region. 
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(Amended) The cover plate of claim ^2, wherein a portion of the back 
surface [being] is shaped to directly contact and be substantially flush with the face of 
the at least one socket. 
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(Amended) The cover plate of claim 2$, wherein the receptacle includes a 


face portion [corresponding to] including the face of the at least one socket, and the 
front surface of the cover plate is sized to cover the entire face portion of the receptacle 
except for the blade apertures of the at least one socket and the at least one securing 
aperture of the receptacle when the cover plate is affixed to the electrical outlet. 
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34. (Originally numbered as claim 35) (Amended) A cover plate for covering an - 
electrical outlet, the electrical outlet including a receptacle having at least one socket, 
each of the at least one socket including a face and a plurality of blade apertures for 
receiving plug blades, the cover plate comprising: 

a front surface for facing outwardly from the/electrical outlet and externally 
relative to the cover plate and a back surface for facing toward the electrical outlet; 

a plurality of blade apertures ex/^fliEfgttirodgh the cover plate and through 
the front and back surfaces and positioned in tfaej cover plate so the blade apertures 
are in substantial alignment with the bla^3pertures of the at least one socket when 
the cover plate is affixed to the electrical ou/et for receiving the plug blades; 

the front surface of the cover plate containing a first region substantially 
rectangular in shape disposed about and/including aU the blade apertures and a 
second region which contains the portion of the front surface other than the first 
region, the front surface having a discontinuity between the first and second regions, 
the first region otherwise being continuous, having uniform topography, and being 
free of any other apertures, and tl^e second region otherwise being continuous, having 
uniform topography, and being free of any apertures. 


35. (Originally numb 
wherein the first region is 
second region. 



s claim 36) (Amended) The cover plate of claim 34, 
'd outwardly [from the front surface] relative to the 
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